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R M. X11. Ver. CE 


: Br rot overcome of Fvil, but overcome Evil with 
Good. 


HERE is no one Gofpel-duty that is more ſolemn- 
ly eg join'd, or more vehemently inforc'd, than that 

. of Brotherly-love and Charity; and (as the neceſ⸗ 
ſary Preſervative of that) mutual Forbearance and Forgive- 


bels. And indeed, (to uſe ſome of St. Paul's own pathetical | 


Words) [Phil. 2. 2.] If there be any conſolation in Chriſt, if 
any comfort of Love, if any fellowſhip of the Spirit, 5 any 
Buwels and Mercies : That is, If Men had any competent 
ſenſe of Tenderneſs or Humanuy, of the Endearments of re- 


ciprocal Love, of that ſpiritual Union and Sympathy which 
 Ought to be between thoſe who are Members of the ſame 


Body, of the infinite Love of GOD, fo kindly, ſo comfort- 1 
: ably extended to us through his own dearly loved Son Jeſs | 


Chriſt, In brief, If the kindly Propenſions of Nature, or 


che gracious Influences of the Holy Spirit had their due ope- 
_ rations upon Mens Hearts, we might well expect te fee the 
happy effects of it in their Chriſtian Deportment one towards 
another; in their Kindneis and Tender-heartedneſs, - their 


Humbleneſ5 of Mind, their Meekneſs and Long. ſuffering, 
and their readineſs to forgive, even as God, for Cbriſts fake, | 


is mercitul to forgive them. 


This, I confeſs, appears ly reaſonable in Specula- 4 


tion, conſidering the many Engagements, and the powerful 
Inducements that we have to the Performance of this Duty. 
But yer, God knows, there is but little of it to be ſeen in Pra- 
ctice and Experience. 


For alas ! there is ſo 2550 an Allay of Weakneſs and Cor- | 
ruption in Humane Nature; ſo many Seeds of Diſcord in our 


very Make and Conſtitution; ſuch Diforder in our __ 
Hye 


fach diſagreeableneſs in our Tempers ; ſuch interfering in our Intereſts ; 


ſo many occaſions of Offence, given or taken; ſo many Bones of Conten- 


tion to ſer us a ſnarling and biting, and devouring one another, that it 
mult nce9Js require a very great Compoſedueſs of Mind, and no moderate 
degree of Grace, to ſtifle the ſenſe of Injuries which is uſually very keen, 
and to ſuppreſs the defire of Revenge, which is every whit as paſſionate; 
and te keep up our Chriſtian Charity ſtill warm and fervent, amidſt ſo 


much, and (as it will always appear to the preſent Sufferer) ſuch provo= 


king Iniquity as the World abounds with. 


And therefore, ſince this muſt be confeſſed to be a pitch of Virtue that | 


las its Diſhculties, our bleſſed Lord was pleaſed to lay his Command on 


Us, in Words as clear and as full as poſſible; [ Matth. 5. 44, Oc] to Love 


our Enemies, to Bleſs them that Curſe us, to ao Good to them that Hate 


1, and to Pray for them that deſpitefuly uſe us, and perſecute uu. And 


chis Command he hath preſſed upon ns by all rhe Conſiderations of Duty 
and Gratitude, and by the moſt engaging Motive of his own matchleſs Ex- 


ample. And, left any thing ſhould be wanting that might win upon us, 
che Spirit of G has vonciifated to ply us (if I may ſo ſpeak) with all va 


riety of Arguments; and in particular, ſo far to condeſcend to our Infir- 


timies, as to convince us of the reaſonableneſs and expediency of comply- 
ing with this our Chriſtian Duty; for which his Authority alone, who 
injoin'd it, might have ſerv'd inſtead of all other Reaſons. T 
And of this the Text is one gracious Inſtance, For, after the Apoſtle 
had ſtrictly inhibited Revenge, Yer. 19. as being an Invaſion upon GOD's 
Prerogative; and directed ro a more innocent way of vindicating ones ſelf, _ 
Ter. 20, by fuch acts of Kindneſs and charitable Benevolence, as might be 
enough to mollifie and melt the very heart of an Enemy; He adds at laſt, 
as a Cloſerothe whole Exhortation, Be not overcome of evil, but overcome 
evil with good. In which he plainly points at the Folly and unhappineſs 
= of a vindictive Temper, and the Prudence and Privilege of the ccntrary: 
Inaſmuch as the one apparently lays a Man open to greater inconveniences 
than thoſe, which he endeavours to ward of by Revenge ; which is a Wea- 
= pon indeed made only for Offence) ſubjecting him to his Enemy, and ren- 
= daring him a- ſlave to his Paſſion; and expoſing bim to all thoſe Sins, and to 
the ill Conſequences of thoſe Sins, into which ſuch a furious Paſhon may 
happen co drivehim. Whereas the other, ?. e. a mild and forgiving Nature, 
makes a Man perfectly ſuperior to his Enemy; and ar the ſame time an 
4 abſolute Maſter of himſelf, enabling him, even when he is moſt rudely 
ailiured, ſtill to maintain his Charity, and to preſerve his Innocence. 


And it ſhall be my Endeavour at preſent, from theſe Topicks, 


Firſt, To diſſuade and deter you from the Practice of Revenge, by 
making you ſenſible of the great Inconveniences and Hazards, to which 


you mult needs ſtand expoſed in thus ſuffering your ſelves to be overcome 


of Evil: To which part of the Argument I thall ſubjoin ſome ſpecial Di- 
rectiogs, that may help to prevent this fatal Overthrow. Ard. 
Seconaly, To incite you, if I can, and win you over to the Practicc of 


# orbearance and Forgiveneſs, by making you equally ſenſible of the haph) 
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Advantage of thus overcoming 1011 Good: And to this part of the 
Argument! ſhall add ſome farther Reaſons, to ſpur 4 forwards, and di- 
rec you in the purſuit of this noble Victory. 
Firſt, I ſhall endeavour to diſſuade and deter you from the praticy of Y 
Revenge, &c, And to this pui poſe let it be conſider d, 3 
Hirſt, That the Paſſion of Revenge is a Symptom bt great lmbecillity F 
and Weakneſs, For it has been always obſerv d, and very truly, by ſuch 
as have ſtudied Humane Nature, That they who are molt infirm in Body 
er Mind, are molt apt to be frowardly angry and revengeful. Whoever i 
therefore {hews himſelf to be of this unhappy Diſpoſition, diſcovers i in ef- 
fect his own Weak ſide, and gives his Enemy the faireſt Mark than can be: 
He betrays himſelf at leaſt ro want the Courage to bear an Injury, and 
therefore he may eaſily be thought + to want the Power to return one. And 
this whets an Adverſaries Malice, and encourages him to redouble his blow ; #7 
where he finds ſuch a quick ſenſe of Smart, and fo little Patience to en- Ny 
dure it. And there is this particular Fatality that attends the impatient i 
thirſt of Revenge, That it helps to defeat it ſelf; and not only throws a2 
M.an off his Guard, and leaves him naked to any Aſſault ; but often deprives Wy 
lum of the benefit of a good Cauſe, and the beſt means of his own Vindica- 
tion. Thus, for Example, if any one through the unadviſedneſs of his Paſſion 
re pels Force with Force, he thereby debars himſelf of that eaſier Redreſs, 
and more valuable Satisfaction, which the Law would have given him; ang 
is guilty of a Breach of the Peace as well as the firſt Aggreſſor. Aud if he * 
_ who has been wounded by a ſlanderous and opprobrious Tongue, muſt needs 
attempt to revenge himſelf with the ſame unlawful Weapen, both the Re- 
vilers (for Revilers they are both) are plainly upon a level; and neither of 
them can hope tohave Right done to his own Reputation, without ſubmir- I 
ting todo as much for the other; which is an Office that perhaps neither is 
fond of; and which the one might ealily have been free trom, if he could 
have been content to hold his peace, whilſt he had the other at an Advan- 
tage. So that he who will inconſiderately purſue his Revenge by ſuch means 7 | 
as an haſty Spirit is wont to dictate, is moſt manifeſtly overcome of Evil, * | 
even in this Senſe ; That is of the Evil of thoſe Injuries, which he has not 
the preſence of mind to defend himſelf from, nor the firmneſs to abide, | 1 
nor the conduct to procure any ſuitable Redreſs for. But, by 
E- _ . Sccoxdly, A revengeful Perſon is overcome of Evil in a much worſe Senſe 
* thao this; not ſo much by the Man who is his Enemy (as St. + Chryjoſtom 3 
notes upon the place) as by the violent motion of his own rude and raging} 
Paſſion of Anger. A Paſſion that, eſpecially when it is puſh'd on * the 
eager deſire of Revenge, is very impetuous and headſtrong; and but too 
apt to hurry one into any thing that is Evil. ph 
And in truth, the Man that has once given up the Reins to ſo maſter- 
leſs a Paſſion, has ramely parted with the Government of himſelf, and is no! 
longer a competent Judge of what is fitting, or decent, or reaſonable, or 
Jawful to be done. So far from it, that he is of allrbings prone Prepoſte 5 
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rouſly to imitate him whom he moſt hates, and in thoſe very Practices too, 


which he moſt complains of, and with the juſteſt Reaſon. You ſhall hear 
him, for inſtance, making great Out- cries againſt the injurious Treatment 
he has met with from his Neighbour ; and yet he wiſhes, he watches with 
the utmoſt Impatience for an Opportunity to repay him his own with uſa- 
ry. You ſhall hear him lamenting the want of Temper and Charity in his 
Adverſary (and to do it with the greater Pathos) he ſhall be ſure toexpreſs 
himſelf with all the uncharitableneſs and bitterneſs of Spirit imaginable z 


and his Actions ſhall prove, upon all Occaſions, that his Words were 


meant in too much earneſt. 


And thus the pretence of his Complaint becomes his own real Sin, and 
leaves him withour excuſe for it, becauſe he does the very fame Thing that 
he complains of, or ſomething as bad or worſe : For the Retaliation ſeldom _ 


falls ſhort of the firſt Injury. His Neighbour perhaps has been unjuſt, or 
Perfidious, and therefore he is malicious and unmerciful: His Friend has 
prov'd Ungrateful, and therefore he is Implacable . His Child has provd 
Undutitul, and therefore he will be Unnatural, As if the more he were pro- 
vok'd by his Fellow-Creatures, the more he were refolv'd to provoke God ; 


oras if the great need he had to ask Forgiveneſs at God's hands had made 
him the more obſtinate in denying it to his Brethren. So fatal a Tendency 
has the fix d Habit of Revenge to enflave Men to an ungovernable Paſſion, 


to put them upon very unreaſonable Practices; and to entangle them in 
many grievous Sins: and therefore ſuch Men may in ſeriouſneſs be ſaid to 
be overcome of Evil, in a moral Senſe, as being brought under the habi- 
tual Power of it. But, Le. = 2 
Thirdly, There is till a worſe, and more deplorable Senfe (tho' conſe- 
quent upon the former) in which a revengeful Spirit is overcome of Evil : 
Overcome, that is, of the Evil One, who is a perpetual Temprer to all man- 
ner of Evil; and will be ſure to improve ſo fair an opportunity for it to 
the very uttermoſt: For when a Man has once harbour'd Rancuur and Ma- 
lice in his Heart, and nurs'd it up to an habitual Deſire and Study of Re- 
venge, he has ſo far given place to the Devil, that it will be hard to caft 
him out again: Nay, he is actually become ſo much of a Temper with him, 
that it can be no eaſie matter, for a mind ſo poſſeſſed, to diſcern between its 
own proper motions, and the ſuggeſtions of that wicked Fiend, But, to be 
ſure, thoſe Suggeſtions can hardly fail of a ready Entertainment and Com- 


pliance, that prompts him to the Execution of his Revenge, and points him 


to the neareſt method of accompliſhing it, be it never ſo baſe or unworthy, 


5 { wicked or deteſtable. Hence the common Obſervation of Witches, and ſuch 


as enter into Confederacy with the Devil, that they are People of a darl:, 


ſullen, malicious Temper, who have ſo much Will to do Miſchief, that they 


cannot reſt till they get their Power enlarg'd, in ſome proportion to their 
Spite ; though ir be upon the deſperateStake of their own precious Souls. 
Heace is it, that Murders are ſo frequently committed, and in the moſt in- 
Adious and barbarous manner, without the leaſt ſigns of Horror or Re- 
morſe in Italy, and all thoſe Countries that are moſt remarkably add\Qtcd 
& Revenge, May, is it not hence too, that the Senſe of this crying Sin by 
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(6) 
ſo mock abatcd even among us, who area People rather naturally inclin'd 
to Piry, and tender of blond ? For I can aſcribe it to nothing elſe but ſome 
Satauical lataruation, with which the God of this World hath blinded 
Mens finds that the 3 imaginary Notions of Honour, or the puſillanimous 
Fear ot paſting for a Coward, or the prevalency of meer Cuſtom ſhould en- 
boidcn them, in defiance of all the Laws of God and Man, and Fight and Murs 
de one another in ſer Ducls; and to play the laſt Prize for Damnation, 
with more unconcernedneſs than perhaps would be ſoewn upon a much bet- 
ter occaſion, even in Defence of their Country and Rchigion. In the mean 
tne but too apparent, how pernicious a thirg it is, to give Scope and In- 
dulgence to a prevailing Habit of Revenge, leſt Satan ſhould thereby get 
an advantage of us; and we ſhould be ſo perfecty overcome e of that Evil 
ene, and ſubjected to bim, as readily to commit avy the molt horrid Act of 
Avickeenets, rather than lene our malicious Deſigns uneffected. 
And now let me appeal to you, what is there that a Man would not do, 


whar is there that & Chriſtian cught not to do, rather than ſuffcr himſeli to py. 


be tarally overcome of Evil; to have his Weakneſs perpetvally ex poſed to 
rhe Attempts of his Enemies; to become enſlav'd to a boiſterous and un- 
ruly Paſſion; and to be ſo wiſcrably reduced under the Dominion of Sin, 
and the Tyranny of Satan? 

If therefore I covid off.r any thing, by way of Advice or DireQion, 
that might help to prevent this fatal Overthrow, or reſcue Men ſrom the 
iad Effects of ir, I hope I ſhould be heard with Patience, And, amongtt 
many Dir cctions that might be given, 1 chicfly propoſe ſuch as follow. 
Urſt, It would be very adviſable; in order to ttifle Revenge in its very 
Conception, to keep a ſtrict Watch pon the Paſſion of Anger ; ; eſpecially 
upon thoſe ſudden and violent Eruptions of it, which if unreſtrain'd, would 


urge a Man to a halty Execution, before Reaſon has had time to examinc, 1 


or paſs a deliberatè Sentence. For what a Man has been ſurpriz'd into 
raſbly and unteaſonably, he is often tempted {ſuch is the Perverſeneſs of 
Human Nature) to defend reſolutely and pertinacioufly : And the very 
Senſe and Shame of having done what he cannot anſwer, makes him per- 
llt in it, and repeat it. So eaſie is it tor him to be overcome of Evil, that 
once gives way toit. But above all things it ought ro be dur heedful Care, 
not to cheriſh and encourage the Reſentments of our Anger; not to ſuffer 
it to ret in our Boſoms, to fleep with us after Sun go don, and to riſe 
with us next Morning ; or to take up its fix d Abode with us, mw avy 
colour of Righr, or Preſumption of Reaſou whatſoever. For, by theſe 
Legrces, the ſour Palſion will ſoon form it ſelf into a ſetled Habit of rank 
miſchievous Malice, not eafie to be diſlodg d again. And this is the very 
Kealon of that Caution of our \poltles [Eph,4 26, 27.] Let not the Sun 
go down upon your Wrath ; neither give place to the Devil: : whois ſo 
ſubric and dextrous at Miſchict, that he ought to have the leaſt matter 
given him to work upon, For the ſmalleſt ſpark, if once blown up by him, 
is ehough to ſet on fire the whele Courte of Nature; and therefore it ought 
ro be careful cutinguiſh d cer it grows and gathers to fo dangerous a 
Fame, N — —_ Secondly, 


1 


1 —. 
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Secondly, It will be highly requitite always to have an awful Regard to 

Ine Hand of Providence, which is the ſupreme Diſpoſer of all Things; and 
YL dot to faſten our Eyes with bitter Spite upon the immediate lnſtruments of 
he Wrongs that we ſuffer. For they may be Baſe, Wicked, Perfidious, Un- 

I rratctul, Cruel, or what we pleaſe to call them: but God is Juit and Holy 
In all his ways; and whatever we ſuffer, (as we ſuffer nothing but by His 


appointment or Permiſſion) This we are {ure of, that we have moſt right- 


bo Fully deſerv'd it, let his Inſtruments be what, or who they will, And, in 
ſtrictneſs, we have juſt as much Reaſon to grow very angry, and vuw our 
Reaſon againſt the Weapon that hurts us, as againſt the Perſon that ſtrikes 
with it; ſince both are but Inſtruments (cho a different kind) and both 
under the Governance and Reſtraint of Divine Providence. 


Aud not—Curſed be theſe Sabeans and Caldeans, that have undone me, 
his was it that quell'd all David's impatient and reſenting Thoughts, 
8 when he was ſo bitterly revil'd, and treated with ſo much Indignity by SYi- 
mei: He had thoſe about him, that were ready enough to be the Execu- 
tioners of his Revenge; but all that he had to lay was, 2 Sam. 16. 10, 11. 
3 Fg him curſe ; for the Lord hash bidden lim. Who ſhall then ſay, 
= Wherefore haſt thou done fo? | 

Thiraly, It will be very proper te . oder any unjurious Pro- 
f 4 [yocation, thar rhe ren whom we look rho as a An Ne againſt us, 


We 2 3 not t purſue him with our og becauſe he is in cis Hands of 


1 25 


that God to whom Vengeance, eternal Vengearce belonget9, And there» 


£ . ported beyond all Patience, and preſume to take the matter our of God's 


& Hands i into our own? Eſpecially fince there is abundantly more reaſon to 
aer him, than to ſtudy Revenge upon him; for we can hardly ſind in our 
earts to wiſh him more Miſchief, than he i is induſtrious ro pull down 
bo von his own Head: Nay, and we ought to have ſome Reſpect, fume Pit y 
tor our ſelves too; leſt, offending God by a bold Uſurpation of his Frero- 
gative, we alſo fall into the ſame Condemnation. 
5 Fourthly, It will be an excellent Expedient to ſuppreſs all 1 of 
Revenge, if we chuſe to conſider the ill Offices that we meet with, not 


[es any as Injuries, but rather as ſo many Temptations and Stumbling- 


= blocks, that ale calt in our way, to interrupt the Courſe of ovr Virtue, 
For as, if taken in the former Notion, they are too apt to urge us to Preci- 
pitancy and Impatience ; ſo, when conſider d in the latter, they would terre 
to make us more ſober, and cautious of falling into ſo obvious a Snare, 


For what if another has done me great Injuſtice, mult I there fore part 
A + | with 


% This was the 
1 ouſideration that ſupported and compoſed holy 7ob's Spirit, under thoſe 
great and unexpected Calamities that befel him: and taught him with E. 

i: Huanimity to ſay, after he was ſpoild of all his Goods [ Job 1,21 ] The Lord 
45 gave, and the Lord ha:h taken away; bleſſed be the Name of the Lord: 


C 3 re, it God thinks fit to ſpare and forbear him, why ſhould we be traaf- 
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with my Innocence? What if another be envious at me, nuiſt I therefore 
be malicious againſt him? What if another has loaded me with unjuſt 


Cenſure and Calumny, muſt I therefore forfeit my Temper and my Cha- 


rity? Mult I injure my ſelf, becauſe I have been injur'd ? Shall I gratife 
my Enemy, by letting him ſee, that he has been too hard for my patience 


and wy virtue? And ſhall I offend God, my beſt Friend, purely on his ; 
No! Ir is certainly of all things the moſt ridiculous, to turn 


account? 


a6 W 
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wicked out of a meer grudge ; and to ſacrifice my Innocence to one thar | 


has caſt away his own already. Whenever therefore we find our ſelves 
ſtaggering. and irhdanger of being over-born by the ſtrength of any fuch 


Temptation, let us confirm our ſelves by that Philoſophical Saying of M. 


Autoninus, that might well become any Chriſtian's mouth, Whatſo- 
ever any body may do or ſay, for my part I muſt take care to be good: 
And let the Chriſtian add, It is my duty, to be ſure, as a Chriſtian, 


© Godandtowa; ds Men, . TY 
Fifth, To imprint all theſe calm thoughts the deeper upon our minds, 


* [A524 16.] To have alway: a Conſcience void of Offence towards © 


zt will be neceſſary frequently to reflect upon the finful State of our own 


Souls, and the infinite hazard we are in, if God frould be extream to mark 
what we have done amiſs, Let it be remember'd then, that God is the 


Supream Judge and Avenger of all Unrighteonſneſs; vnd that he ſtand- 


eth before the very Door; that the Time is not far off, when he will take 


exact Cognizance of all the Actions of Men, in order to recompence them | 
according to their Works, and to the fruit of their Doings. And ſurely . 
the Sexe of this common Danger ſhould be enough to unite and recon» 
cile us; ſurely the Apprehention of God's terrible Judgment ſhould teac! 
us at leaſt not to grudge one againſt another, leſt we be all condemn d „9 
and not to practiſe Revenge one upon another, leſt we all drink deep of 
Vengeance, O therefore, whoſvever thou art, be warn'd in time; T Þ 7 
Mortal {ince thou art, le: not thine Anger be Immortal: Let not the laſt 
Sun ſer upon thy Wrath: Carry not thy invererate Malice with thee to 
the Grave — for it will not leave thee there==—Ir will follow thee tro 
Gods dreadful Tribunal, where thou and thine Enemy, divided tho' ye 
are at preſent, mutt appear one Day together. And both, ?cis to be fear- LY 
ed, in equal Confuſion, becauſe both liable ro the ſame heavy Doom, even 2h 
to Judgment without Mercy, for being unrelenting and mercileſs to each 5 
other. Why then ſhouldſt thou ſo madly purſue evil, when thou pur- MW 
ſueſt it to thy own inevitable Death? Is it poſlible thou ſhould delight | 


to heap Coals of Fire upon thine own Head, ſuch as are never, never to be 8 
quench'd ? 1s it poſſible char rhe devilith Pleaſure of thy preſent Revenge 


thould be ſo incomparably ſweer, that the very Remembrance of it ſhould 


be enough to conquer the Senſe of Pain even in He/ it ſeit? O no! that | 


very envious and malicious Temper, even the Devil's own Likeneſs, 
which thou chuſeſt to wear now, ſhall be another led within thee here- 
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aſter; when once thou ſhalt be condemn'd for the miſchief thou haſt done, 
and depriv'd of the very Capacity of doing any more; except it be upon 
thy ſelf, in gnaſhing thy Teeth, and gnawing thy Tongue, aud curting 


the Hour of thy Nativity, and bemoaning the continuance of thine Exi- 


ſence, and freting againſt the God of Heaven, and maligning the In- 
habitants of that happy place to all eternity. EP . 
And now, having diſpatch'd the firſt part of my Argument, I proceed 
To the Second thing propos d, vx. to incite you, if | can, and win you | 
over to the Practice of Chriſtian Forbearance and Forgiveueſs; nay, and 
of Loving and doing Good to your very Enemies, by making you equally 


| ſenſible of the happy Advantage of thus Overcoming Evil with Good. 


And to this purpoſe it is to be conſider d, 


Firſt, Thar the Man, who is meek and merciful, courteous and ob] ging 


to his very Enemies, has by that means ſo much the aſcendent over them, 
that without receiving any Impreſſion from them to his own hurt, he has 
jt almoſt in his power to mould them into what he pleaſes, and to make em 
cven ſuch as he would with to have them. VVV | 
For indeed, as a froward aud revengeful Temper is a ſhrewd ſign of Puſil- 


Janimity and Weakneſs, ſo a mild and merciful Diſpoſition naturally betokens 


Genc roſity and Greatneſs of lind. LM Anton, I. 11. 18. ] It is no piece of 
Manhood at all to be very angry and tretiel ; but mtekneſs and gentlenc ſe, 
as it is much more human and civil, fo it is much more manly too, in the 
Opinion of that Princely Philo ſopher aforecited. It is a diſpoſition this, that 
ſeems plainly to have the Superiority even in Nature: hut when it 1s im- 
prov d upon virtuous Confiderations, and becomes a confirm'd habit n the 
mind, he does indeed render a Man eminently Superior to his Adverlaries, 
and ſets him even above the reach of Injuries; above that uneaſic Senie ot 
them at leaft, which make impatient Spirits ſo ready to {ink under them. 
Whereas he that accuſtoms himſelf ſedatel) to expect Injuries, ard rcſolute- 
ly to bear them, ſtill preſerving his Temper and his Patience, quite blunts 
the edge aud breaks the force of em: And all the Attempts that can be 


made upon him, become juſt as ineffecual,. as beating the ſoft Air, which 


15 of too yielding a Nature to receive any ſenſible mark or impreſſion from 
the hardeſt blow. So that the patient Man has this manifeſt Advantage, 
that he cannot be much aggricv'd, tho? he be never ſo much injur'd: for, 
as he is not perfectly inſenſible of a Wrong, ſo the Smart that hg feels from 
zt is not great, no more than he can ecafily and with Evenneſs .cndure. 


And in this reſpect he is certainly an over- match for the molt ſpiteful and 


malicious Enemy. For Malice can never be ar reſt, bur when it hae done 
miſchict to ſome purpoſe; Bur, when it ſpends it ſelf in vain, and tnds irs 
utmoſt Ecforts ſtill fruitleſs and unſucceſsful, then it turns upon it felt; and 


preys inwardly, and is a perpetual Torment to the guilty mind that la- 
And it is always in the power of a meck-ſpirircd Man thus 


bours with it. 
to defearan Enemy. He can be ſufficiently (and yet innocentiy) xeveng'd 
oſ him, by pitying his Folly, and deſpiſing his Fury: He can make his very 


res ſare to {ce ſo much Goodneſs ia oue he hates: He can gall and vx 


him 
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him to the Heart, by a generous return to an unworthy Provocation: In 
fort, he can confound him quite, by ſhewing himſelf to be, in all the 
Contention between taem, much the better, and the wiſer, and the greater 
Man of the Two; and indeed as unlike to his oppoſite as is poſſible. And 
this is a Mcthod of Revenge approv'd and applauded by the belt Moraliſts, 
i) even not to be like an Enemy, according to Antoninus, or to be (2) Good 

and Virtuous one's ſelf, which was Diogenes his Direction in the Caſe: And 
(3) Platarch lays it down for a Rule roo, If you would vex the Maa that 
hates you heartily indecd, that you mult not make it your buſineſs to re- 
preleat him as an elfeminate and incontinens, à ſcurrilous and uncivil Fel- 
low ; but ſtudy ra her to approve your ſelt as a Man of Virtue and Sobriety, 
and Tr ath, and Probitv, and Humanity, and Candour to all whom you con- 

verſe with, For this would be a ſilept, bur a viſible Reproach to him. 
Every. body will be ready to condemn him for envying and maligning ſuch 
conſpicuous Worth and Innocence; and even he himſelf (if he has any 


* 


remains of Shame) will go near to by aſham'd, to ſee his own gross Fail- 


ings and Imperfections expoſed! ſo N to the view, and pan 0 diſad- 
vantageous a Compariſon. 
Hitherto therefore it appears, that Meekneſs and Patience are more 
thin equal for the Combat wiah Malice and Wickeene's ; and reaſon rea- 
dily ſubſcribes to the practicableneſs and ep. Giency of this RPO 
Rule of Overcoming Evil with Good. 

But the more the Rule is prac Filed, and the Qrther the Pr atice of it is 


Extended, the more compleat is the Vigory that will attend it. For, if to 


ſes an iujur d Perſon, when inſulted by on:ragious Malice, not ouly pari- 
ently bearing it, but quiet ly palſing by all ether methods of Revenge, be- 
ade that of a noble Contempt; 1 lay, it ſuch a ſurpriſing Sight as this, 
could hardly chuſe but fill even him that did the Injury with ſecret Shame 
And Coatuſion; whar Operation may it not be expected to have, when the 
eme innocent and injur'd Perſon, not contented only to forbear and to 
:orgive, purſues his very Perſecuror with Courteſie and Kindneſs, and en- 
&avours to reducs him by all ſeaſonable good Offices, and by all the Over- 
tures of Reconciliation, and Invitations to Friendſhip that he can think of. 
(4) Such reſolved goodneſs, ſure, muſt be enough to ſubdue the molt obſti- 
nate Ill- nature; or at Icaft, he that can reſiſt (50 the ſubtle and inſinuating 
force of fuch wonderful Love of this, muit have a heart, one would ima- 


gine, made of hardeſt Steel or Stone; he mult be a very Monſter of In- 


manity. For were there but the leaft mixture of ingenuity or tenderneſs 
in his Nature, it could hardly fail of a better effect; even the ſame that 
our Apoſtle gives us a reaſonable Aſſurance of in the Verſe foregoing my 
Text, tf :hins enzmy hunger, feed him; if he thirf, give him drink; for 
iz jo doing rhou ſralt heap coals of fire on hir head —Coals, that when once 


they come to touch his Heart, will melt him down (be he made of never 
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(i) M. Anton. in J. 6. . (2 plutarch. de Aud. Poetis. (3. Plur. 5 


cap. ex in eil. (4) denes, de Bene. 1%. 7. 8 85 Vincii malos pertin. as. 
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ſuch ſtubborn Metal) into eaſineſs and compliance, and refine him from all 

is unſociable Paſhons, and fit him for your Familiarity and Friendſhip, 
And he that can thus tame one of the molt untractable Paſſions in Hu- 
ane Nature; 
rome evil with good: for he conquers him and civilizes him at once, and 
sin a fair way to make a thorough Convert, and a good Chriſtian of him 
nto the Bargain. For the lovelineſs of that Vertue which has won upon 


him thus far, and the prevalency of that Example which has already curd 


him of the Malice that he bore to a Perſon who fo little deſerv'd it, will be 
of equal Service, it may be hop'd, to convince him in all other Caſes, Thar 


Hatred and Revenge are upon no ters to be tolerated in a Chriſtian. la 


5 muth as all Chriſtians, as ſuch, are as nearly and as ſtrictly allied, as are 


the Members of the ſame Body; and are theretore obliged, by virtue of. 


their mutual Sympathy, to put on Bowels of Mercy, Kindneſs, Humble- 
cls ot Mind, Meekneſs and Long-ſuffering one towards another. And the 
Treatment of this kind, which he himſelf une xpectedly met with, when he was 


le Treſpaſſer, will (it ſhould be prulum'd) be always ſufficient to induce him 


o ſew rhe lame Tenderneſs to thoſe that treſpals againtt him; never for- 
getting Chriſt our Saviour, who purchaſed the full Pardon of all his Sins 
Wt or him at God's hand; nor his Chriſtian Brother, who ſo frankly forgave 


$20; / Iſſus this, when ſo it proves of an unfortunate Beginning! 
Aud a pleafing Proſpect doubtleſs ir muſt be to the Meek, the Humble, 
Land the Patient Soul, whenever the Enemy approaches, to perceive him- 
</f to be placed as it were in an Emin=nce above him; and that he is fill 
1 WP to kcep himſelf quiet and undiſturb'd, notwithſtanding all the rude 
Attac that can be mace upon him: 
ng a ſingle ſtroke, or ſaying one word, he can be molt ſweetly and in- 


In his Conligney. And it mult needs enhande this Pleafure, to Conceive 
probable hopes of ſoftning the rougheſt Paſſiops, and vanguiſliing the ſtur- 


ey when there is ground to hope, that the true Principle of Chriſtian 


that GOD ſhould giv? ſuch Power unto meer Men (to him be the Glory 
given) of thus overcomn g evil with good? But, 


Sęcoudly, It is farther to be conſider d, That tho the patient Man ſhould 


at be ſo perfectly Victorious over his Enemies, or the Victory ſhould nor 


og all the good effects upon them that might be expected, yer he is Itvil, 
ſure to pr<2rve che entire Command of himſelf; and, it he makes a righs 


ale of the Opportunity that he has in hand, he may reap great Benefit as 
well as Satisfaction from it. 

For in the firſt place, It is no incoakiderable Inſſance of Virtue in Solo- 
07's Account, for a Man to govern himſelf ſteadily under Provocations, 
and to wanne the too natural u tem to Revenge: For he i461 is 


bd i4 


he that can thus make a Friend of a Foe, does indeed over- 


hin, and ſo generouſly obliged him, when thecaſe was once his o.] .. A 


Nay, to perceive that with.ur ſtri- 


; Le Re veng'd; only by continuing firm to his Duty, and unſhaken 
4 cieſt Oppoſition of an Enemy by pure dint of Courteſie and Kindnets; eſpe- 


84 -harity may at the ſame time be iufuſed into his Breaſt, and become the 
gentle Guide of all his future Practice. And is it not matter of juſt Triumph, 
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Few to Anger, ſays he, [ Prov, 16. 32.] is better than the Mighty, and & 
that ruleth his Spirit, than he that taketh a City. Becauſe it is the Care if 


and Buſineſs of this good Man to reſtrain thoſe boiſterous Paſſions, which 
in ſuch warlike Exploits are wont to be let looſe, and become the Abet- 
ters of Violence and Cruelty, And whereas the one is chiefly effected by 
brutal Force, or ſome Art invented to make the Havock of War more 
dreadful, and Jeſs reſiſtble; the other is purely owing to ſteady Conduct 
and well-wezgh d Deliberation. For, as the Wiſe Man obſerves again, 


Prov. 19. 11.} The Diſcretion of a Man deferreth his Anger, and it is 


ba Glory to paſs over a Tranſgreſſion ; i. e. It is the effect of that prudent 


Command which he has over himſelf; and, as ſuch, it is truly com. 
mendable. Ee | e N 
And, as the good Government of a Man's ſelf, and a Maſtery over his 


own Paſhons, is it ſelf a virtuous Attainment, fo 'tis a Save-guard to his 
other Virtues, and a great Preſervative to his Innocence; eſpecially when 


he happens to meet a diſingenuous Provocation, or ſome very baſe and 
unworthy Treatment. For, if in that critical Juncture a Man be not well 
upon his guard, he may eaſily be tranſported beyond his Temper, and 


© beyond the Bounds of Duty, Whereas, if he has been uſed to keep his 
Paſſions under an habitual Curb, and to hold the Reins ſtrict in his hands, 


be is at liberty, when any ſuch Occaſion preſents it ſelf, ro conſider it 
coolly and deliberately : He is at leiſure to ſtrip the Injury ot thoſe ag- | 
gravating Circumſtances, in which it uſually appears at the firſt view . 
and he wants not the Preſence of Mind to make the beſt Advantage of f 
 whar was meant. tis like, for an Ili-turn, but, by dextrous Management, 


may be improved into a Good one. 


To make this plainer by Example: Perhaps there is nothing almoſt, 
khat can grate harder upon an ingenuous Spirit, or an innocent Heart, 
than Obloquy or Calumny that is undeſerved; when a Man's Integrity 
rs cauſeleſly brought in Queſtion ; When his good Actions are induſtri- 
oufly miſrepreſented: When he is malicioufly charged with what he 
| knows nothing of, but only that he is Innocent: and, when upon this 
groundleſs Acculation, he is ex poſed to popular Hatred (if in a publick 
Station) or to the diſlike or ill opinion of his neareſt Friends and Acquain- 
tance (if in 2 private Condition:) I fay, perhaps there is not 2 Provoca- 
tion more uncaſie and grievous to be born than this And yer the Man that 
is provided of tlie needtul Furniture of Chriſtian Patience, and that paſſive 
Valour, which a good Conſcience only can give one in the Day of Trial, 
will be enabled to paſs even through this ſevere Ordeal, and come off at 


laſt Honourably and Triumphantly, His Innocence is a perpetual Spring 


of Comfort within him; and therefore he will neither be immoderately 
caſt down, nor provok*d, by the Indignities that he ſuffers. He has too 
much firmneſs and reſolution, and too conſcientious a ſenſe of his Duty, 
to be driven trom it by any Ditcountenar.ce or Diſcouragement of others; 
much leſs will he meanly deſert it, and flinch from it, out of meer Reſent- 
ment, and che II- digaſtion of the Injuries which he has been forc'd to ſwal- 
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whom God hath appointed to be in the ſtead of a Friend, to tax me home 


= with a Fault, which my Friends perhaps were too tender of reproving, or 


and he 
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low. No! He will rather look upon this to be the proper Field to ſhew 


his Courage and his Conduct in. And therefore he will muſter up the 
whole force of his Reaſon, and call in the Succours of Religion, to ſuſtain 
this violent Shock of Envy, till the Storm be quite paſſed over. In the 


mean while, he will not fail to perform his Duty in all points with the u- 


moſt Exactneſs and Circumſpection; depending upon Time and Proyi- 
dence for a fuller Vindication of himſelf; and not doubting but the Time 


„ill come at laſt, when Detraction and Slander ſhall be glad to hold their 
Tongues, and hide their Heads; or elſe torc'd, with much reluQance, to 


confeſs, Thar that Virtue muſt needs be genuine, which has been ſo much 
excrciſed, and ſo ſeverely tried, and ſtill appears, like the Gold out of the 


Furnace, ſo much the brighter and the purer. And this is the advanta- 
geous uſe, the happy improvement, which he that is as reſolutely Patient, 
as he is Virtuous and Innocent, will make of an occaſion the leaſt promi- 
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ſing for good of any other. . 2 0 e 
And whoſoever is endu'd with any good meaſure of Patience, may, if 

he liſt, make this, or the like Advantage of the Spite and II-will of his 

Enemy ; whether he is accuſed by him, or not accuſed by him; or whe= 


ther truly, or falſly. If be is accuſed, and that with too much Reaſon and | 
Truth, he will lay his hand upon his heart, and ſay My Conſcience has 
told me as much before: How often have I been ſecretly upbraided in my 


own thought for this very thing ? And now it comes to my turn tobe more 


openly reproach'd for it, why ſhould I take it fo very hainouſly ? —— 


even tho” it be from an Enemy: Or why ſhould I deem him an Enemy, 


too ſhy of mentioning ? However, Iwill extract the Good for my own uſe, 


and leave the Evil Intention, if any there were, with him that. it belongs 
to: If he be my Enemy, Iam reſolvꝰd nevertheleſs to be the better for him; 


and if he did mean me ill, I ſhall moſt certainly defeat him, for he ſhall 


never more ha ve opportunity to caſt this Failing in my Tecth, till ! have 


{criouſly and thoroughly repented of it. 


On the other hand, if he be accuſed without any apparent Reaſon, or 
juſt Ground, he will comfort himſelf ſtill in his own Innocence; but yet 
he will not throw the Accuſation by in diſdain, as being altogether uſe- 


leſs as well as groundleſs. He will firſt examine himſelf ſtrictly, whether 


any Action of his has given colour to ſuſpicion, or handle to Miſ inter- 


pretation: and, tho' he ſhould find none ſuch, yet he will think it imports 


him to be very cautious for the future. And then he will call himſelf to 


Account a ſecond time for thoſe real Faults, which he is conſcious to 
himſelf of ; and which if his Enemy knew, he would be fure to bring up- 
on the Stage, and expoſe to publick Notice. Theſe therefore he will cake 
care to correct and amend in time, leſt, upon ſome more unwelcome Diſ- 
covery, they ſhould bring him ſhame and trouble hereafter, And even 
tho' his Enemy ſhould have hitherto found no occaſion to accuſe him, nor 
laid hold of any to troduce him, yet the very Apprebenfian that the 
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upon him, will, in point of Prudence, oblige him to comport himſelf with 


pPlauſible Ground of a juſt Exception againſt him, And from theſe In- 


the meck and patient Chriſtian, who, amidſt all Inſults and Injuries, ſtil 
preſerves the Command of himſelf entire, has great Opportunities of Ex- 
erciſing and Improving his Virtue; and of dexterouſly applying that to his 


when he judges with any Careor Application, very freely gives it Suffrage 
of Conlent and Approbation to one of the moſt difficult Duries in the 
whole Chriftian Religion. And, after having given you the Proſpect of fo | 
noble a Victory, permit me only to add ſome few Keaſons and Motives, WM' 

to ſpur you forward, as well as direct you in the purſuit of it, and I have 


Cdriſtian ſhouid prefer before all other Trophies, And, 
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Eye of an Enemy (fs ſharp ſighted to ſpy what is amiſs ) is contiovally 


all poſſible Decorum, and carefully to abſtain from all appearance of Evil 
tha: to Malice it ſelf, when moſt diſpoſed to miſchief, may want even the 


ances, as well as others that m ght be given, it is evident enough, that 


own Advantage, which perhaps was miſchievouſly and maliciouſly Jevell'd 


ngainſt him. And this is the happy Privilege which he always has, and | 


which No body can take from him, of Overcoming Evil with Good; and; 
by the powerful Aid of Divine Grace, even extracting Good out of Evil. 
And now I have ſaid what occur'd to my Thoughts concerning this Ar- 
gument, referring you, in paſſing, to the Teſtimony of ſome of the beſt 


Heathen Writers; not for Confirmations ſake (for that rhe Apoſtle's Au- 


thority wholly ſupercedes) but only to ſhew, that even natural Reaſon, 


donc. And, 


Firſt, Leſt, by being unprepared ſor the Onſet, we ſhould unbappily fall 1 | 


ſhort of the Victory, it will be neceſſary to take the World, as it is, for a 
place that is full of Miſchief and Wickedneſs; and to conſider Virtue and 
Vice, as ancient Oppotlites ; and Good and Evil, as perpetual Comba- 


tants therein. From whence the true Concluſion will be, That it is 2 WW 


vain Thing tor any Man to hope, to ſteer quiet and unmoleſted through v5 


fo rough and dangerous a Sea. And, (to applp ſome of the Words of 2 


Celebrated Author,“ himſelf ſufficiently toſs d upon theſe Waves) Ihe 
© belt Proviſiön that Men can make for their Voyage, beſides a laſting | 
Stock of Innocency, and a firm Truſt in G0 D, that he will neyer ſut» 
* fer that Innocency to be utterly oppreſſed, is, an expectation of the We 
% Guſts'and Storms of Rumour, Detraction and Envy; and a Reſolution WF": 
o not to be over- ſenſible of all Calumnies, Unkindneſs or Injuſtice ; but 


to believe, That the beſt way of convincing Scandals, is, by neglecting 
a them, to appear not to deſerve them, And, ſince this is a Purgatory 


chat mult be pafs'd through, a Conflict that canndt well be avoided in the 


£:irhtul Diſcharge of our Duty, that the beſt way of Overcoming Evil, is 
to do Good, and perſevere in it; and that this is the Triumph, which the 

Secondly, This perſuaſion once well fix'd in the mind, it will be fit to 
de remember'd, that the injurious Treatment, and malicious Oppoſition 


* 
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which good Men muſt expect to meet with in their paſſage through the 


vally World, is at once, a gallant Excrciſe for their Virtue, and the proper 
with Teſt of their Sincerity. For if it were the privilege of Virtue to be Ex- 
empt from Troubles, and the Perſons of good Men were to be look?d upon 
rthe as Sacred and Inviolable under its Protection, this would make it a 
In- cheap and eaſie Thing; and render the Commendation that belongs to it 
that as ſmall as the Difficulty that attends it; and reduce the Proof to little, 
or nothing of Certainty. But now, when it is the common Lot of the 
Virtuons to be expoſed to many Inconveniences, and terrible Conflicts in 
the courſe of their Duty; this enures their Virtue to Diſcipline, and helps 
to refine and perfect it. Aad if they are able to ſuſtain the Combat with 
Courage, and perſiſt with Conſtancy to the end, This proves beyond a 
Queſtion, that they are Virtuous upon Principle; upon the ſtable Prin- 
ciple of a ſincere Love to GOD, and a fix'd Truſt and Affiance in him. 
And it is obſervable, that Plato“ himſelf, in order to aſſay and prove 
2 Virtue that is truly Genuine, makes it requiſite, that an innocent Per- 
ſon ſhould labour under ſome heavy Imputation of Guilt; and that, vben 
thus put ro the Queſtion concerning his Innocence, he ſhould not grow | 
tender, and flinch for fear of that Infamy with which he is unjuſtly loaded, 
but continue ſtedfaſt and unmoveable even unto Death. In which tis 
probable he might have the Example of Socrates, the Famous Heathen 
Martyr, (if I may ſo call him) in his Eye. And if a Heathen could think 
it requiſite or reaſonable to ſubmit to fo ſevere a Trial, how much more 
Z ſhould the Chriſtian ; whoſe Life, by folemn Vow, is a State of perpe- 
Zrual Warfare; and whoſe Enſign is the Croſs; and thoſe whoſe Religion 
is diametrically oppoſite to the Maxims and Manners, the Policies and 
Practices of a wicked World? mn 1 8 
= Thirdly, It may very fitly be urged, as a farther Incitement to us, that 
ia this very Thing, i. e. in doing Good and ſuffering Evil with Reſolution 
and Courage, and in overcoming the latter by the power of the former, a 
Chriſtian ought to diſtinguiſh himſelf above other Men; that in this bis 
Glory and Perfection do chiefly conſiſt; and for this will his Recompence 
be proportionably enlarg'd, To love thoſe [ Luk. 6, 36.] that love as, is 
but a mean Attainment in compariſon ; for even Sinners do the ſames 
But, to return ove for Hatred, and Good for Evil, to be kind and bene- 
ficient to the moſt I1]-deferving, This is a molt exalted Pitch of Goodneſs. 
Chery ſoſt. ad Rom. How, 22.) When that which have tired an ordinary | 
Man's Patience, and baffled his Reſolution, is made the occaſion of Victo- 
ry and Triumph; This is the mighty Power of God ; This is the Race 
EZ whoſe Goal is Heaven; This is a Spectacle for Angels, ſays St. Chryſoſtows 
upon the place. 5 „ V 
And our Bleſſed Lord himſelf made no leſs, but rather a higher ge- 
count of it: For after he had given his particular Command, that we ſhould 
love our Enemies, &c. | Matth 5. 44+] He adds, to create a pious Emu- 
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lation in vs, [Ver. 45.] That ye may be the Children of your Father which 
is in Heaven. Who does good in ſpight of all Provocation, to the moſt 
unthankful and injurious. This therefore is what he propoſes, in order to 
bring us to the nearelt reſemblance with God; and to the higheſt degree of 
perfection, [Ver. 48 } even to be perfect as our Father which is iu Heaven 
is perfect. And to this he hath given his moſt emphatical Bleſſing, and a 
moſt gracious Promiſe of tranſcendent Glory hereafter: Bleſſed Ver. 11, 
12.] ſays He, are ye, when Men ſhall reuile you, and perſecute you, and ſay 
manner of evil againſt you falſly for my ſake, Rejoice, and be erceeding 
glad; for great your Reward in Heaven: for ſo perſecuted they the 
Prophets which were before you, Which leads me to the mention of the 
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Fourth and laſt Motive, which I ſhall now offer you, wiz, The Example 5 


of great and good Men in all Ages; but more eſpecially of our Crucify'd 
Saviour, and his glorious Company of Apoſtles: Of him, 2 Pet. 2. 22, 23. 
Who did no fin, neither was guile found in hu mouth; who when he was 
reviled, reviled not again; when he ſuffered, he threatned not; but com- 
mitted himſelf to him that judgeth righteouſly: Of them, who, 2 Cor. 6. 
in all things approved themſelves as the Miniſters of Chriſt, and his faith- 
ful Followers, by honour and diſhonour, by evil report and good report; 
as deceivers and yet true; in much patience, in aſſtictions, in diſtreſſes, 
in neceſſities, in impriſonments, and deaths for his Name ſake. Wherefore, 
Heb. 12. 1, &c. ſeeing we are alſo encompaſſed about with ſo great a cloud 
of Witneſſes, let us lay aſide every weight, and the fin which doth ſo eaſily 


| beſet us, and run with patienee the race that is ſet before us, looking unts _ 


Fefrs the author and finiſrer of our Faith; who, for the joy that was ſer 
| before him, enaurea the Cro fs; deſpiſing the Shame, and u ſet down at the 
right hand of God. Let us conſider him, that endured ſuch contradiction 
of finners againſt himſelf : Let us conſider the noble Pattern that He has 
left us: Conſider the happy end ot our Faith and Hope, and the Glorious 
Crown of all our Labours and our Sufferings : And, upon all theſe Invita- 
tions, let us prepare 70 follow the Lamb, whitherſoever he hath gone be- 
fore us. And, when at any time we are traduc d or oppreſs'd, wrongfully 
condemn'd, or furiouſly perſecuted ; let us call to mind, that this is the 
Chriſtian's Trial of Maſteries for Heaven: This is the good Fight we have 
ro Hg he; This the Courſe we have to fniſÞ; This the happy opportunity 
ot Overcoming Evil with Good; This the Way that leads to Conqueſt 
and Renown ; That | 1 Pet. 1. 7.] the Trial of our Faith, being much 
more precious than of Gold that periſpeth, though it be try'd with fire, 
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might be found unto Praiſe, and Honour, and Glory, at che Appearing of | ; 


Jelus Chriſt, Amen. SY. 


FINIS. 


